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“Good business is not necessarily 
good for nature”

• Americans spend over $40 billion a year 
maintaining turf

• Suburban households and lawn-care 
operators apply more herbicides per acre 
than most farmers spread to grow crops



• EPA’s cost-benefit analysis
– Are costs to society outweighed by the benefits of 

using the chemical?

•Lawn pesticides banned from use 
on food crops but allowed on 
lawns are not subject to testing for 
chronic human health effects
•Nothing requires lawn-pesticide 
manufacturers to list the chronic 
health risks associated with their 
products



• Diazanon, used for decades and finally 
banned by EPA in 2000, has been linked 
to nervous system damage and cander in 
humans
– Great Geese Massacre in 1984, Seawane 

Country Club, NY

• Discontinuation of Phenoxy herbicides, 
such as 2,4-D in Sweden caused a decline 
in cancer rates
– Most common pesticide in groundwater in US

Herbicides and Pesticides



• Leaching of herbicides and fertilizer occurs 
through overwatering or times of greater 
precipitation

• In the nineties TruGreen Chemlawn was 
applying four and a half pounds of N in stead of 
the three required

• Nitrates have been linked to cancer, birth 
defects, and methemoglobinemia, or “blue baby 
syndrome”



Nothing tastes better than 
freshly harvested vegetables

• Reduce food mileage
• Create habitat for wildlife
• Closed loop waste cycle
• Storm water management
• Save money
• Independence
• Health
• Variety
• Foster a deeper connection 

with what one consumes



• Food travels hundreds 
of miles from the farm 
to your table

• Reduces quality, taste
• Increases CO2 and 

other air pollutants

The Journey 
of Food



If you build it they will come
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• 2007: 16 mixed-waste 
compost facilities

•Food scraps and yard 
trimmings 25% of the 
municipal solid waste 
stream, only 2% 
recovery rate



Water Management

• Organic gardening techniques require little 
to no pesticide input

• Monoculture lawns are often overlaiden 
with pesticides

• Roof drainage can be incorporated into 
any project



Neverending Harvest

• Kale brings profit 
of $1/ft2

• Because it can 
be harvested for 
three seasons 
operating costs 
are balanced out



Independence, Health, and Variety

• Food 
independence=oil 
independence

• Organic veggies 
have more 
nutrients and little 
carcinogens

• Why limit yourself 
to grocery store 
fare?



Foster Community

Connect with Mother Nature

and Each Other



From San Francisco to Boston, 
urban farmers are creating a new 

industry



2613 
Garden



Juneway 
Garden



Springfield Garden


